
 

Lesson Plan: Nature’s Palette – Exploring Art Through Colors 

Lesson Title 

Nature’s Palette – Exploring Art Through Colors 

Date 

[Insert Date Here] 

Grade Level/Subject 

Primary Level / Art Education 

Duration 

40+40 minutes 

Learning Objectives 

- Identify primary, secondary, and tertiary colors. 

- Understand how colors interact and create mood in artwork. 

- Create a simple nature-inspired artwork using color mixing techniques. 

Materials Needed 

- Color wheel (printed or digital) 

- Paints (red, blue, yellow, white, and black) 

- Paintbrushes and palettes 

- Paper or canvas for painting 

- Nature-themed image references (e.g., flowers, landscapes) 

- Worksheets on color theory 

Standards Addressed 

- Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes. 

- Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas. 



Introduction 

Begin by showing a vibrant painting of a natural scene (e.g., a meadow or sunset). Ask 

students to name the colors they see and discuss how those colors make them feel. 

Introduce the concept of the color wheel and the relationships between colors. 

Instruction 

- Explaining Color Theory: Show the color wheel and explain primary, secondary, and 

tertiary colors. Demonstrate color mixing using primary colors to create secondary and 

tertiary colors. 

- Discussing Mood in Art: Explain how warm and cool colors affect the mood of a painting. 

Show examples of artwork to illustrate mood creation through color. 

Gamification Elements 

- Color Mixing Challenge: Students earn points for correctly mixing specific colors. 

- Nature’s Palette Game: Identify the colors and their combinations in reference images of 

nature. 

Activities 

- Color Wheel Exploration: Students use paints to create their own color wheel. 

- Nature-Inspired Art: Choose a nature reference and create a painting focusing on a color 

scheme (e.g., complementary, analogous, or monochromatic). 

Assessment 

- Informal observation during the activities to check understanding of color mixing and 

mood creation. 

- Completed color wheels and nature-inspired paintings for evaluation. 

Reflection 

Discuss what students learned about colors and how they felt about their artwork. Ask how 

they might use colors differently in future projects. 

Homework/Extension 

Students observe a natural scene at home (e.g., a sunset or garden) and sketch it using the 

color schemes they learned. 

Evaluation 

Review the accuracy of the color wheels and the creativity of their nature-inspired 

artworks. 

Implementation Notes 

- Use interactive digital tools for color mixing demonstrations if available. 



- Provide immediate feedback during the Color Mixing Challenge. 

- Encourage students to share their creative process with peers to foster collaborative 

learning. 

 

 

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the 

author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European 

Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can 

be held responsible for them. 
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